UNDERSTANDING THE DATA

In order to understand the indicators, it is necessary to
know what is being measured and how. Detailed definitions
and data sources inside the brochure provide a comprehen-
sive definition of each indicator and an explanation of how
and by whom the data are collected and measured.

Whenever possible, for each indicator; we report a number.
We also report a percentage or rate for each indicator: This
is simply the number of times the event occurs, divided by
the total population of the county or state that could expe-
rience the event. We report the indicators as percents or
rates in order to accurately compare groups of different
population size.

For the majority of the indicators, we compare the county
rate to the state rate. This is expressed as a percent above
or below the statewide average for the indicator. When
looking at these percents, it is important to understand that
large percents resulting from the difference between the
county rate and the state rate may be due to small numbers.
This does not mean that these differences are not important,
but that these differences should be interpreted carefully.

It should be noted that we chose not to compare the
county rate to the state rate of four indicators because

of small numbers.

The comparison of the county rates to the state rates was
computed by subtracting the value for the state rate from
the value for the county rate, and then dividing that quantity
by the value for the state rate. The results are multiplied by
100 for readability.
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Every year for the past twelve years, the Maine
Children’s Alliance has published the Maine KIDS
COUNT data book. The data book is an annual,

comprehensive report of the physical, social, economic,
and educational well-being of Maine children. All of the
indicators presented in the data book reflect the well-
being of children at the state-level and many of them
reflect the well-being of children at the county-level.
This brochure is a collection of some of the child
well-being indicators available at the county-level.
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